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According to a CBC News report on January 22, 2018, emergency rooms and 
hospitals in Canada were “bursting at the seam.” Why? Because over 11,000 
cases of seasonal flu were reported, which according to doctors, is normal for the 
season. But what made this season different was that this was a new strain (H3N1) for 
which existing flu vaccines did not work, and as a result hospitals were overwhelmed. 
In Abbotsford, British Columbia, nurses reported eight-hour wait times and also that 
patients were parked in hallways and shower rooms due to “the surge.” In Winnipeg, 
hospitals cancelled 80 surgeries in order to take care of patients with the flu.  
 
The epidemic started in Australia in June 2017. There were 233,453 cases there, 2.5 
times the number reported during the previous season.1  
 
The Canadian report was made early in flu season, which usually ends in late April. By 
the end of the season, there were 64,403 lab-confirmed cases and 302 deaths, 
including nine children.2 What extraordinary measures did governments in Canada, 
Australia and other countries take in response? None. Nada. People continued going to 
work, children continued going to school. Eventually it passed.  
 
Contrast this with what is going on now. As of April 24, Canada had reported a total of 
42,750 cases of COVID-19,3 and the entire country is locked down. Prime Minister 
Trudeau reported on April 16 2020 that the lockdowns will extend for several more 
weeks, necessary he says, in order to not lose all of the gains made in previous weeks.4  
 
This is clearly insane, yet the media dutifully reports anything government officials state 
without question. Reporters appear to be brain dead. And then they report the 
nonsense to people who appear to be equally brain-dead and who dutifully stay home, 
live in fear, and believe anything said on the news. I must say I’m shocked at the 
number of people who suddenly love the government while the government is ruining 
their lives and their communities. 
 
But there are exceptions. A person with both a brain and a spine in Pennsylvania – 
Health Secretary Rachel Levine - said on April 23 that she was no longer going to 
include “probable” cases in the COVID-19 death count, as she was instructed to do by 
the CDC. She said that this decision was made in the interest of transparency.  
 
This resulted in a total drop of 200 deaths, while the number of COVID-19 cases 
continued to increase in Pennsylvania. But thanks to Ms. Levine’s bold step in telling the 
truth, residents of Pennsylvania now know that the disease is far less lethal than they 
were originally told. A higher denominator (the number of people infected) combined 
with a more accurate death count results in lower mortality rates for COVID-19. 



As of April 23, a total of 1421 people had died of COVID-19 in Pennsylvania. As is 
usually the case, almost 60% of these people (849), were elderly people living in long-
term care facilities.5 
 
This seems to be the case in many states. Here are data for the state of 
Massachusetts as of April 20, 2020: 
Hospitalizations by age group: 
0-19  15 
20-29  90  
30-39  180 
40-49  281  
50-59  532 
60-69  729 
70-79  836 
80+  1135 
 
Deaths by age group: 
0-19  0 
20-29  1 
30-39  7 
40-49  13 
50-59  63 
60-69  182 
70-79  399 
80+  1144 
 
Deaths in persons with a previous hospitalization: 
No    11.3% 
Don’t know   28.0% 
Yes    60.7% 
 
In other words, the vast majority of people who are hospitalized with or who die from 
COVID-19 are over age 70, and most have been in the hospital before.6  
 
And here are data from New York: 
As you can see from the chart below,7 almost all of the deaths in all age groups are in 
people who had underlying conditions, and the vast majority are people over the age of 
65.  
 



 
Finally, community testing continues to show that the denominator (the 
number of people who have been infected) is significantly higher than 
expected, which means that the death rate is actually significantly lower 
than we have been led to believe. In addition to the Stanford study which showed 
this to be the case, testing in Los Angeles has confirmed this. According to health 
officials at the University of Southern California,8 it is estimated that 4.1% of the 
county’s adult population has already had coronavirus – approximately 221,000-442,000 
people after adjusting for margin of error. This means that many people had the virus, 
were asymptomatic, and recovered. 
 
Similar research in New York showed that 13.9% of the people tested were positive, 
which, according to public health officials, implies that about 2.7 million New Yorkers 
have been exposed to the virus, and the fatality rate is actually about 0.5%.9 
 
What is baffling is why public health officials are not changing course. If anything, 
restrictions are increasing instead of decreasing in some places. Some governors have 
issued orders to wear masks anytime one leaves the house, and some grocery stores 
have stationed police officers at the door to turn unmasked people away. The lockdown 



orders are being extended rather than retracted in response to data showing that the 
virus is contagious but not as deadly as previously thought. The only plausible 
explanations are an almost incomprehensible level of incompetence of both government 
and public health officials, and/or hundreds of people who are intoxicated with the 
power they now hold over the lives of others. 
 
People are protesting and I am personally aware of incredible numbers of people in 
many states who are blatantly violating the orders. Frankly, I don’t blame them. But the 
danger in this is that if the governors and their officials do not start implementing 
policies that make sense very soon, mob rule will prevail. This will, indeed solve the 
problem – unless the government’s plans include setting up labor camps to house 
hundreds of thousands or millions of people who disobey. I would have thought this to 
be impossible only eight weeks ago, but must say that I cannot rule this out based on 
the behavior I’m observing. In addition to the ridiculous and ill-conceived rules we are 
all asked to follow, the government has encouraged zealots to turn on fellow citizens 
and report them if they are walking in parks or standing close to one another or not 
wearing their masks. I’m sure these zealots would gleefully watch as people who 
disobey are hauled off to camps or facilities for punishment or, as the Chinese call it,  
“re-education.” But remember, those of you out there who are engaging in this 
despicable behavior, they can do it to you too, when you do something that the powers 
that be don’t like. Your day will come.  
 
 I sincerely hope to be proven wrong about this, and hope that something or someone 
will intervene soon. 
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